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“Oh everything’s up to date in 
Kansas City” and also, its neigh- 
bor, Independence. Anyway, no 
sooner does our lovely Grace Kelly 
marry herself a prince, than we 
begin to look for a doll from that 
tiny Principality. And sure enough, 
a company from Monaco sends us 
as romantic a figure as the ruler 
himself. He’s a guardsman just 
for parade as the only invasion 
ever threatened is of tourists. He’s 
strictly regal even though made of 
celluloid, for he is eight inches of 
swank uniform and brilliant color. 
His black military tunic is ablaze 
with decorations and smartly belted 
in white, and his blue felt trousers 


ARISTOCRACY - LAW - AND LABOR 


By many requests the London 
Bobby has come to join the friendly 
family of Kimport Dolls. If you’ve 
been in London, you'll remember 
his cheerful, helpful way of guard- 
ing the peace, and his special care 
over old ladies, children and tour- 
ists! This is a Norah Welling im- 
port made with an eye to economy, 
fut styled true and pleasant. He’s 
9 inches from his sturdy black 
shoes to his peaked helmet and 
stuffed into his blue velvet uniform 
as though proof against fog and 
London weather. All this you can 
have as No. 296C for $2.75 postpaid. 


tl APY Ae ! 


carry red stripes to match the bril- © Mr. Papa San has no high hat 
liance of the feathers atop his hel- and flowing silk robes. That’s per- 
met. You'll all want this handsome haps your picture of a traditional 
fellow from Monaco! No. 502— old time Korean. Our doll is a work- 


“Rainier”—$4.95. 


ing man, carved in his own country 
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to show his sturdy short figure 
with the wooden A frame on his 
back, and a flaring woven basket 
ready for the load of leaves and 
twigs he’ll garner from the forest. 


This peasant is painted in the bright 


tints he favors and the 5% inch 
carving is well done. 
No. 553-Korean Man-$3.95 


DO YOU KNOW! 
That only because gifts, 
“sold, frankincense and 
myrrh” are mentioned, le- 
gend has limited the number 
of wise Men to Three? 


NEVER TOO YOUNG 

Mrs. Norman Baldwin of Penn- 
sylvania, stopped by Kimport re- 
cently, headed for a California va- 
cation. She did select more than 
a dozen good foreign dolls for fu- 
ture giving to appreciative little 
daughter, Lorisa, whose collection 
is now just six years old. So is 
Lorisa; that’s why this story in 
Doll Talk. 

Bonnets and bootees, even crib 
and pram seemed all taken care of 
even before Baby Baldwin made 
her appearance, so some loving 
friends and relatives just sent 
money gifts to be spent for some- 
thing special. The idea of a for- 
eign doll collection was born too, 
and of course the project then 
started was a joy to the thoughtful 
mother for years before Lorisa 
was expected to share in it. But 
we assure you that one little girl’s 
growing enthusiasm does not mean 
that mother’s grows less. There 
comes a positive ‘light of love’ in- 
to a collector’s eye when she 
chooses collection possessions. 


INCLUSIVE — IMPRESSIVE 

Shortly after Christmas, Frances 
Rochlitz wrote, while their holiday 
exhibit was still being enjoyed. 

“We'd been feeling a bit lone- 
some, so gathered our dolls togeth- 
er into groups, keeping ‘Santa’ in 
the middle. Queen Elizabeth II is 


extending her greeting to a lovely 


mother and daughter, curtsying be- 
fore her. Friar Augustine is bless- 
ing the group, and also beside the 
Queen is our Canadian Mountie. 

“A center grouping of small 
Christmas trees and tinseled rein- 
deer surround Sahta Claus on his 
bright red pedestal. We stood a 
box of candy canes for distribution 
by the old Saint Nick and by it an 
Arab is standing on his Oriental 
rug, with a Mohammedan lady. An 
African lady (wood carving) with 
a tiny baby on her back is grouped 
with the Haiti Drummer boy. Stand- 
ing against the tufted satin lid of 
a large green box is our Chinese 
Royal Family, and nearby a Rus- 
sian farmer, American sailor, an 
RAF representative and a miscel- 
lany of foreign friends. 


“With this symbolic group of 
brotherly love before us, we sense 
again the true meaning of Chris- 
tianity or Christmas as it should 
be eternally among rich and poor, 
ignorant or educated, sad or hap- 
py, with the deep desire to co-oper- 
ate in making this symbol a 
reality.” 


DO YOU KNOW! 

“Tante Aria” is a legen- 
dary bearer of France who 
puts toys, trinkets, sweet- 
meats into good children’s 
stockings and shoes. 
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“FAR, FAR FROM DEAD” 


“Your exhibit in California at 


the Emporium strikes a very sen- 
timental note in my memory. Where 
so many stores have folded through 
the years, I didn’t think the Em- 
porium was still in existence. My 
uncle, John Marquardt, led the or- 
chestra which gave concerts at the 
Emporium in the early 1900’s, and 
his wife played the harp with the 
orchestra. They went around the 
world three times and what dolls 
they could have brought in those 
days.”—Mrs. Ann S. Ayres, N. Y. 


“SANTA CLAUS 
HAS A FRIEND” 


That’s the way an Arizona news- 
paper describes the doll making of 
Mrs. Cordelia Dunaway. Being an 
ex-teacher and Navajo reservation 
resident for over twenty years, she 
can’t separate herself from her 
former work even though at times 
she longs to be “back in Prescott 
with a flower garden” and well 
deserved leisure. In a recent letter 
she says:—‘I am snowed under 
making Santa dolls for next year 
and do need some white wool for 
whiskers. I have two large boxes 
full of hospital case dolls to rebuild 
and besides, I cook and serve the 
main dishes for 450 children on the 
hot lunch program. I read about 
other oldsters having a rough time, 
but all I ask is for more time to 
enjoy this wonderful world! 

Our salute to Cordelia Dunaway, 
too .young of heart to. ever rust 
out. And to her also, we send on 
some of the “plunder” materials 
you have sent in to Kimport from 
time to time, including—helieve it 
or not—white whiskers! 


DO YOU KNOW! 

Hungarian Children used 
to thank Angels for their 
Chrismas gifts. In Poland, 
such bounty came from the 
Good Stars. “Mother Star” 
was a radiant woman in 
white, while Father Star 

. could be robed in gold or 
metallic pale blue. 


ENTRES VOUS 


A customer letter may graciously 
open the portals of ones home; we 
know our invitation to enter is 
based on mutual understanding of 
that A-1 hobby, and what a pleas- 
ure this can be! In such a one, 
from (Mrs.) Susan Duvall Smith, 
redolent of hospitality, some quotes: 

“IT live in southern Maryland, a 
section long known for beautiful 
antiques and my small house is 
furnished exclusively with them. 
Two secretaries hold part of my 
doll collection although many have 
to be packed away. A large 31- 
inch china headed “dolly” with 
brown eyes looks sweet indeed sit- 
ting in front of the fireplace in a 
child’s Windsor (signed) chair. A 
28-inch Greiner sits in a ladder 
back high chair about 150 years 
old, in the dining room. 

“My collection features beautiful 
old china -heads, wax,. Jumeau, 
Greiners,’ Brus and some gorgeous 
Parians. 

* "This is a tobacco country and 
I--run-a tobacco farm, the same 
farm that has been in our family 
for generations. After working on 
the farm and doing other chores 
here in our house, my dolls hav ys 
truly been a real joy and relax 

tion.” 
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MORE LATE ARRIVALS 


It certainly was not “Women and 
Children First” when three of our 
brand new Late Arrivals moved up 
to front page this month. These 
were gentlemen, free-lancers all, 
with nary a matching lady friend! 

So here are some girls—girl dolls 
are supposedly preferred, because 
girl dollies were when proper little 
children played house and go’a vis- 
iting with china headed moppets 
long ago. 

“Etsu” from 
the Cherry Blos- 
som Kingdom of 
Japan has long 
been a favorite. 
She has beauty 
and authenticity 
in every detail 
from that long 
bob of black hair 
to the big toes 
of her pale little 
feet. Red pre- 
dominates in her 
multi-hued and 
gold flecked ki- 
mono and obi of 
silk. Eight and 
one-half inches 
is a lovable size 
for a child to 
take to school on 
share days, or for “shelf size” when 
at home. No. 808, $2.50. 


Chinese, really so very different 
from Japanese artistry, has long 


produced chalky-faced, stylize ag 
theatrical dolls. They are all a’glit- 

ter with swirls of tinsel, brilliant 
hued bits of silk and pom-pons, each 
one formally posed on base with a 
standard. These are hoarded old 
stock, not a “late arrival,” and may 
we rather urge a pair as there is 
such delightful variety, and two, 
ever so much more impressive than 
one. Five inch size, No. 806, $2.15 
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One more from the East, but not 
the Orient, is the _ elaborately 
dressed Bethlehem bride. Every 
Christmas would not be too often 
to suggest this all hand-made cloth 
doll who really comes from “Man- 
ger Square.” Eleven and one-half 
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@ ines tall, wearing dowery coins 

and richly embroidered wedding 
garments— No. 854A, $6.50. There 
is a matching bridegroom, much 
more plainly garbed, No. 854, $5.75, 


From down Australia way, Bris- 
bane in Queensland, to be exact, 
we still get a few of those utterly 
different and again all hand-made 
dolls that were originated by Sarah 
Midgley. The girl, “Widgeon,” is 


about 13 inches tall, made of heavy. 


quality black satine with gay, girl- 
ishly modeled and painted features, 
slim, trim figure and bushy curls: 
Costume is beads, shells and a skirt 
of emu feathers or Bush country 
grasses, all adding up to a real 
exclusive. “Widgeon,” (“Little Pig- 
eon”) is No. 282A, $9.95. 

Another good aboriginal islander 
is “Aloma” from Papeete, com- 
pletely made of South Sea fibers 
and shells. There is a stiff cone 


DO YOU KNOW! 
The Italian legend of La 
Befana, bringer of gifts? If 
reproduced as a doll, it must 
be an old, old lady carrying 
a broom and a basket which 
contains straw doll and 


round seed ball, a length of 
purple woolen and some 
herbs. 


of something like palmetto bark 
(looks woven—but grows that way) 
under the seductive grass skirt 
which is dyed any one of a dozen 
hues. Long, black, silky “hair,” 
painted face, and a whisk of fan 
to wave her greetings from French 
Oceana. We bought quite a large 
quantity, as it’s on repeat orders 
for girls like Aloma the answer is 
apt to be, “Alas, no more.” No, 564, 
$4.50. 

A fresh shipment of “Philippa” 
from Madeira looks extra Christ- 
masy; the red felt outfit, braided 
with gold, snow white and deep 
blue, is edged all ’round with com- 
plementary green felt. Her real 
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leather boots and that distinctive 
elfin cap are irresistible details. 
This 6% inch girl, designed by 
Maria Helena of Portugal, is not 
only artistically made but so sturdy 
she stands alone. No. 1008, $4.50. 
P’st! A dozen fisherman boy 
friends tagiged along this time, too. 
They have the same pixie faces 
with side turned eyes and button 
round mouth. Corks on their nets, 
tassels on their caps, and oh, such 
a “smarty-pants” pose! No. 1008B, 


DO YOU KNOW! 

Protestant countries, Ger- 
many, etc., led their children 
to believe that the mystery 
giver of Christmas gifts was 
the Christ Child whose help- 
er and messenger was, 
“Christkind” or “Kriss Krin- 
gl e.” 
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VIA WAKE, GUAM AND 


HONG KONG 

One of our delightful doll fiends: 
talented Merna Barton, whom 
some of you will remember, did 
the California State Doll for Kim- 
port, a stout, bearded Forty-Niner. 
In a recent letter, Mrs. Barton 
writes for her Doll Talk’s new 
address, “Saigon, Viet Nam,” -on a 
State Department assignment. 


Since. Indo-China has figured in 
such recent world news, we ap- 
preciate these paragraphs from 
“this fascinating city of unrest—a 
town that is the Orient plus Par- 
ig”, 

“The “Streets teem. with pedi- 
cycles, small tais, bullock carts, 
large trucks with straw covers, 
people on scooters, bicycles and 
all types of vehicles. The city 
itself is beautiful with large trees, 
many fowers and houses in the 
French manner, with tile roofs. 
We are going to like living nere 
very much if things become a lit- 
tle more stable. The climate here 
is very delightful so far and even 
though it is monsoon season, it 
only rains .part of the day, ‘not the 
downpours for days at a time that 
we had in the Philippines. I prob- 
ably will not get very much done 
on Merna Barton dolls the next 
two years, but we are shipping 
over some supplies so will probably 
do -a little on them, now and 
then.” 


From a Later Letter: 

“No matter where you go, you 
find people interested in dolls. In 
Saigon, we have an international 
Women’s Club. I have been asked 
to give doll talks at the American 
Women’s Club and at the British, 
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where I suggested that we do ‘Dolls 
of Many Nations’. We managed to 
find over a hundred choice dolls. 
Surprising, when you realize ‘the 
difficulty of keeping anything in 
good condition in a rainy climate 
like this.. 3 

As usual, I think of all of you 
whenever I get Doll Talk, which is 
just as good reading here as in the 
U.S.” 


TO STRING A PANTIN 


Frances Krieger is a Kimport 
customer and friend who has lived 
in South America for many years. 
Once she sent such a good letter 
about. carnival time there, with 
enough doll data woven through it, 

_that we pased it along via Doll 
Talk. Then, one time she sent us 
the Pantin here sketched; back 


view is most important as it shows 


you the way these old cardboard 


or heavy paper dolls were made to 
manipulate. as? 
Let’s say we use three colors of 
string. The red simply forms snug 
knots front to back at six places, 
shoulders, hips and knees, as shown 


dark. Yellow does not appear on 


the front at all, but knots at the 
back shoulder across to shoulder 
and thigh across to thigh with a 
bit of slack in the horizontal be- 


‘tween. White ties on at the center 


of yellow shoulder bar, and knots 
again at the center of hip bar yel- 
low, then its this white hanging 
down which will produce Jack Pan- 
tin’s antics. 

Isn’t that just a paper Jumping 


Jack? Well, yes, but Pantins were 


the old French Aristocrats of these 
animated toys. Von Bohn in his 
Dolls and Puppets (Pages 130-32) 
makes much ado about the French 
Pantin fad in court circles, dating 
1745-56. 


DO YOU KNOW! 

That Baboushka was the 

Russian old woman, who 
searches, with her candle, 

for the Christ Child. As she 

peers into the sleeping faices 

of children, wee toys are 

' tucked beneath their pillows. 


IT’S AN IDEA 
"Twas our pleasure to include a 
gift card (sure, we do, yours or 
ours) with some birthday doll 
stands, from one Illinois doll col- 
lector to another. Yes, Mrs. F. L. 
Belson was happily verifying that 
sound theory of giving something 

you’d like to be receiving. 
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OUR LEAST EXPENSIVE 
Fresh in. from Italy, is wooden 


Le ~~ Pinocchio, naughty, nosey and 2% 


inches tall. Enameled red suit and 

cap with white banding, buttons 

and collar. He is flesh tint with 

black dot eyes, wide red mouth, 

K¢ poka dot cheeks and nose that 

jauntily juts half an inch out from 

xP his round little head. Cute as can 
be! No. 763, 35c. 


BEARING GIFTS 


There simply couldn’t be a more 
welcome little gift to unwrap on 
Christmas morn than one or two 
of these precious wooden tots, Their 
big round eyes and mouths, their 
neat, floss bangs and braids are 
properly set off by garlands and yb re 
armloads of delightfully designed 
bead and felt flowers. Blond or 
brunette, No. 619A, til Christmas NY 
only, Special — $3.00. — Wig — 
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Ighly desirable 
in her own right 
is Norah Wellings 
“Buttercup,” and 
she’s a ’appy ’elp- 
mate indeed for 
4 front page Bobby! 
* Bight inch size, 
in velveteen and 
felt, this pert 
blonde’ Britisher 
wears a poke bon- 


net over her pig- 
tails and a laced Merry music, and a twist of the 


| bodice around her ‘Samba seems indicated with this 

f trim waist. No. trio from Cuba. Tropical seeds, 

296A — English pods and a skirt tail of luffa are 

Miss — $3.75. stylized into native dolls, No. 367X, 
the set, $1.00. 
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Busy, bent over, wooden 
tot angels come directly 
from an Italian maker who 
does think up the cleverest 
tricks for brightly enam- 


| bf 


eled wood. In a packet MSS Wo” 
are six, two inches tall, VER 3 i" 
each made to dangle from DOP TN yoy 

its silver cord. Five come ¥ eS =) a \\\\\ 
bearing gifts, a yellow star, ——Y Ata | 


aswaddled bambino, a lan- 
tern, heart’s love or the 
tree, while number six toots 
a trumpet! A dozen or so Suggest you get 
an extra set 
Or two, or three 


For That There Tree! 


colors used in each set. No. 
760, six woodens, $1.50. 


Peg jointed Peggy Maria, 
just a generous inch in 
height, has been a stock 
item at Kimport for years. 
This time, when Christmas 
boxes from Italy were o- 
pened, whom should emerge 
but wooden Peg with the 
same mortise and tenon 
joints, same round, enam- 
eled head but in a two 
piece ribbon frock and, 
bless us, well over 1% 
inches tall. Same price 
though, No. 762, only 60c, 
but not prepaid. Remem- 
ber—only on orders over 
$1.00. 


MINNIE PRUE 


Good miniatures are such delight- 


Brigitte from Bruges is a Belgian 
girl whose pedigree page says, ‘lace 
maker’. Many sweet faced girls, 
like this 8% inch doll, have per- 
fected that ancient Flemish craft. 
In holly red, under a frosting of 
lace, with wooden shoes as yellow 
as candlelight—why not Brigitte for 
Christmas? No. 302B, $3.95. 


ful dolls, either as-a collection or 
to mix in with those choicer and 
larger. Minnie, (miniature) Prue 
rates a blue ribbon for being the 
tiniest chinahead; 1% inches in- 
cluding the two tier base. A white 
headed veil pin is the basis of her 
daintily painted head, so dainty and 
different. No. 152, $2.95. — 
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It’s especially satisfying to come 
to that day when we shop around 
through our many antique dolls, 
to lay some away for Doll Talk. 
And that experience is more fun 
than ever when the quest narrows 
down to—what looks most like 
Christmas. And since we want to 
list a lot, here they are, with some 
rarest and best ones first. 


Six inch pair of high glaze little 
china dolls, well over 100 years old; 


slender arms of the same quality. 


are perfect; flat soled shoes, but 
one of the boy’s legs seems an old, 
identical replacement except the 
white “stocking” is matt finish. 
His head though is a real collector 
item with irregularly stippled black 
hair, above eyes, such as one sees 
in prints of the 1840’s. Both in 
daintily trimmed Swiss dress of 


red wool, black broadcloth, leather 


and sheer mull, grayed with age. 
No. A248, the pair, $65.00. | 
Just back from. Kimport’s doll 
exhibit at Woodward & .Lothrop’s 
new “Seven Corners” near Wash- 
ington, is a bassinet and baby that 
certainly should show up under 
some Christmas tree. Dolly herself 
is 11 inches of charm from the 
blonde, human hair on her pretty 
poured wax head to the pinkey 
toes, all wrapped in fine wool pin- 
ning blanket. Dress is an exquis- 
itely fine, hand-made affair, while 
the dearest old rosebud chintz is 
gathered and shirred to cover the 
hooded, basket cradle. Complete 
with much proper bedding, every 


bit all original, and good 80 mm ) 
old with a documentary letter that 
came with, No. A571, $65.00. 

Fifteen inch brown bisque, with 
delightful slender head that features 
sleeping brown eyes, “set on” pierced 
ears, and little bisque teeth that 
gleam in contrast to her warm 
“beige” complexion. Tan composi- 
tion body, freshly restrung, is jointed 
even at wrists; luxuriant black 
wig; maker, Simon Halbig; cos- 
tume, definitely from the Holy 
Land is becomingly styled and em- 
broidered; pretty beads and ear- 
rings, hand-made shoes—all perfect, 
No. A341, $45.00. 

Peg wooden, circa 1820, 8% inch 
size is perfect in every particular. 
Not one dab of retouching on the 


_ finely featured, enameled head with 


its pert peg nose. Elaborately em- 
broidered costume is red as holly 
berries, the white parts discolored 
with age, but no tears or moth 
holes in these delightful peasant 
styled garments made about 125 
years ago. No. A505, $75.00. 
Papier Mache? Our last two smal @® 


ones are from the collection of the 


late Mrs. Eleanor St. George. Both 
are pictured in her first beautiful 
book, “The Dolls of Yesterday.” The 
lady “Pincushla” has an illustration 
all to herself, while the little girl 
in a group past Page 60, has her 
bonnet on. Her hair style has loops 
in front of the ears, long curls in 
back of them, as well as a bun at 
the neck. Six inch size, all perfect 
and original, No. A791, $65.00. 

The lady with that fantastic 1830 
hair styling of side puffs, wide as 
the face, and tall topknot, has 
wooden arms and pincushion base; 
How impressive it would be to pose 
this six inch treasure in front of 


RTT 


' 


| 


| eeeecoocseseeooooeses FOR COLLECTORS 11 
[ & open book where she stands 


‘immortalized”! No. A788, $65.00. 

The next half dozen offer a chal- 
lenge—Old dolls who need correct, 
old looking clothes—and again we'll 
top the list with the rarest, most 
expensive one. 

Fifteen inch Jumeau child with 
huge blue eyes under blonde brows 
that match her curls, a wig that is 
fitted onto original cork. Closed lips, 
pierced ears, smooth, lovely bisque 
head is 3% inches, fitted into her 
shapely composition torso. This fea- 
tures the well known large hands, 
semi-modeled bosoms, plump little 
derrier; no markings, but she def- 
initely is “A Doll,” a Jumeau Doll, 
No. AB4 $85.00. 

Much bigger and also a real 
beauty is a 26 inch brown-eyed 
German bisque, A.M. marked, whose 
ruddier complexion is as smooth as 
the pale Jumeau’s. Luxuriant au- 
burn curls with a circle comb; large 
eyes have lashes all around, dimple 
in her chin, and a perfect, newly 
re-strung, jointed body; hands, 
jointed at wrists have slender curved 
fingers with “nails.” In old panties 
and lace stockings only. No. A511, 
$27.50.. 


If 1899 was the birth year of 
some sentimental person, this bright 
blue-eyed bisque would be fun to 
costume “Gay Nineties.” Seventeen 
inches tall, her 4% inch head has 
paperweight eyes with lashes lines 
all around, under heavily brushed 
red-brown brows; new wig is 
“strawberry blonde”; kid body quite 
clean and slim; pink bisque arms 
from H.D.D.H. N®@. A979, $16.50. 

Fifteen and a half inch kid bod- 
ied bisque looks like a boy—perhaps 
because the ears protrude; sleeping 
brown eyes are less round than 


those above—and—he has a short 
bobbed wig. No chips on bisque 
hands; from his leather knees down, 
someone has fitted on a pair of 
commercial legs with blue cambric 
stockings above black leatherette 
boots. He’s cute, No. A190, $14.60. 


Another is still classified as bis- 
que, but as “French bisque” (like 
French-seam or French-onion-soup) 
with a mass of windblown bisque 
curls, side parted. Blonde child 
with white yoke around the pink 
of her shoulders. Head size, 2% 
inches, which is out of all propor- 
tion to her original little red cloth 
body with its stubby bisque fists 
and “piano” legs! Height over all 
is 8 inches, No. A207, $21.00. 

The last one “to dress” is no 
bisque and no beauty! She’s old-d 
an’ honorable though, the 2% inch 
head being of that early, thin com- 
position which the Mathes call 
plaster head. It is slender, adult 
proportions with a slit-top, through 
which straight, brown hair emerges. 
In fair condition for a doll well 
over a hundred years old; cloth 
body with wooden arms and legs; 
10% inch height. With her is ample 
old light calico for making her 
dress. The quaint blue print is the 
color of her unretouched eyes. No. 
A258, $24.00. 

INow for some inexpensive (for 
antiques) Christmas dollies:— 

Twelve inch, chubby “Scootles” by 
Rose O’Neill, was an ordinary com- 
position play dolly, but his hands 
are like a Kewpie’s, brightest blue 
painted eyes, dimples, jointed shoul- 
ders, hips and swivel head. Wear- 
ing panties and a snow-white shirt 
trimmed in crochet, this adorable 
tot reflects the genius of his de- 
signer. No. A256, $8.50. 
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China head, size 4% inches tall, 
old arms and body but no legs. 
“Nellie Bly” hair style; painted with 
pink lines above blue eyes; dressed, 
but really priced only for the head. 
Would be 17 inch doll, No. A262, 
$15.00. 


Seventeen inch Florodora (mark- 
ed) with sleeping gray eyes, pom- 
padour wig; shoulder head of 
smooth, ruddy bisque dates around 
1900. This small charmer is beau- 
tifully gowned in black with many 
jet sequins and a bit of val lace. 
Pink bisque arms by H.D.D.H. No. 
A461, $17.50. 

Another richly dressed bisque lady 
is only 11 inches tall. This one 
with sleeping eyes, good human 
hair wig, has jointed composition 
body. She is richly dressed in black 
and silver bustle back, two piece 
costume “Zephrina Jupon” style. 
Sweet and tiny for her type, No. 
A259, $15.00. 

Five inch all bisque, with cute 
glass eyes and old wig; hip and 
shoulder jointed with wire; (Ger- 
many); old clothes. No. A264, $4.50. 

Five and a half inch swivel bisque 
headed, composition body child with 
sleeping eyes and mohair wig. This 
one has a wardrobe, yes quite an 
assortment of little off’n’on clothes, 
etc., all in a battered candy box 
from Terry’s of York in England. 
No. A208, $8.95. 

That reminded us of a worn, 
very old, small trunk with hand- 
tooled brass fittings and red Mor- 
occo cover, this leather broken in 
places. Rounded lid, quaint paper 
lining; 8 inches long, 4% wide and 
3 deep; Circa 1840. No. Al49T, $38.00. 

*Know anybody 56-7-8 years old 
who’d appreciate their birthday year 
on a bisque head? We currently 


have 1900 (before “Germany” nad 
to be stamped) 1901, and 1902 with 
horseshoe trademarks, All 3% inches 
high, 2% inches across shoulders. 
1900, with set blue eyes is No. A919 
at $4.50. 1901 still sleeps and is a 
bit better quality, No. A466, $6.50; 
1902 with dark brown, set eyes is 
No. A266, $5.00. 


DO YOU KNOW! 

St. Nicholas was real? Be- 
tween the 4th century and 
now, he has become the 
heart of countless myths 
and miracles performed. As 
Patron Saint of Children, 
he is depicted with a ham- 
per of gifts—and—a bundle 
of switches! 


Two, definitely not antique, but 
dating several years ago, are Ma- 
dame Alexander’s dainty “Wendy 
Ann” in slender, 13 inch size. Per- 
fectly kept, daintily dressed, No. 
M74, $6.00. Effanbee’s 17 inch “Little 
Lady” of their beautiful American 


Children series, also sweetly dressed. 


No. M%5, $8.75. Her wig alone is » 
worth at least $6.00. Both of these ' 
moderns have human hair, sleeping 
eyes with lashes, swivel necks, hip 
and shoulder joints. 

And why not two more, just be- 
cause they are sweet and Christ- 
massy? An 18 inch Lenci child with 
soft auburn bangs showing beneath 
the frilliest of taffeta bonnets. This 
darling, all felt doll of about 1925 
is in good condition, but her orig- 
inal organdie clothes did not endure 
the cleaning that was imperative. 
So, she is most artistically re-done 
in henna and coppery fabrics and 
net—Oh, you’d agree they do the 
chubby charmer full justice. No. 
L+l, $32.50. 
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One of our children directly from 
London is an 18 inch composition 
headed girl with rounded-out, sky- 
blue eyes; jointed twill body, com- 
position arms and legs. She had 
been such a played-with favorite 
that a new wig (soft blonde curls) 
was prescribed. There are a few 
cracks up under the back of her 
wig. This time the clothes must 
be rated in detail as it is an out- 
fit from perhaps the oldest and 
most famous toy stores in England; 

label reads—‘Hamleys’ 
& Regent St. 
High Holborn” 
Lace edged undies, briar stitched 
and shirred pink silk frock, real 
leather strap slippers. No. A606, 
$25.00. 


DO YOU KNOW! 


“Grandpa Koleda,” God of 
the Winter, leaves gifts in 
Bulgaria. In Denmark, 
“Jule-nissen,” an elf man 
who lives in the attic has 
happy surprises for all. In 
Scandinavian countries, a 


very similar home sprite is 


“Tomte.” 


A Dal Book Review 


WARWICK DOLL MUSEUM 

The name Warwick conjurs up 
pictures of the Duke of Warwick, 
mighty warrior, and of his castle 
which still stands in all its ancient 
glory and has been visited by 
countless Americans when up in 
the Shakespeare country. 

It’s a bit difficult to get your 
thought in focus on a Warwick 
Doll Museum, but such there is 
and we have a delightful little 
booklet to tell its story. Dolls 
can portray history even more 
graphically than tapestry or paint- 
ings and the dolls in the Warwick 
Museum while not as old as Shake- 
speare are of centuries gone and 
very rare. 


We are able to offer a booklet 
of 24 pages, 6 x 8, illustrated with 
some of the choice dolls in the 
museum and with text telling the 
story of the historic little museum 
and considerable information about 
the subject of early dolls in Eng- 
land. The cost postpaid is only 
75 cents. 


DOLLS AND PUPPETS 
DELAYED — BUT NEAR 


Kimport has a long standing rule 
to have dolls in hand before ad- 
vertising them, but we made an 
exception on the book, “Dolls and 
Puppets,” and we regret the delay 
and disappointment of so many 
who have placed their advance or- 
ders with us. Even so we think 
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you will be well rewarded for your 
delay and you can be assured that 
Kimport will be among the first 
to mail out the book as soon as 
it’s off the press. 

So that you can see just where 
we all stand, we'll quote the pub- 
lisher: “I have been pressing hard 
to get our printers to get on with 
Dolls and Puppets’. They are so 
absorbed with text books that it is 
getting more and more difficult to 
obtain satisfactory schedules from 
our book printers. However, work 
is under way. I expect good pro- 
gress from now on. But knowing 
the habits of printers and binders, 
I would not venture to say that 
complete books will be ready be- 
fore five to six weeks.” 

We hope your book will arrive 
ahead of your Thanksgiving Turkey! 


PARAMOUNT! 

It remained for Dorothy Heider- 
stadt, librarian and author in her 
own right, to take a movie of her 
dolls last Christmas. Their much 
alive Persian kitten had just found 
himself a kitty bed in the lap of 
a big doll, posed under the Christ- 
mas tree. Well, a few wind-ups, 
the dancing bear, a dolly in a swing, 
etc., were syncronized to perform at 
which very camera—action—lights 
moment, lile Pers’ie obligingly 
stretched up to wash his blinkey- 
eyed face! 


DO YOU KNOW! 

Another picturesque 
Christmas gift bringer comes 
from Finnish lore. It is 
old “Ukko” who has long 
white mustache. He wears 
a red coat and white cap 
with blue bands. | 


CORRESPONDENCE SS 
CLIPPINGS 

“I just adore those Uebel dolls! 

I frankly admit she is my favorite 

dollmaker.” -—-Wesley Coffin, Ala. 


“Last Christmas, on a long buffet 
I placed a lovely lighted creche at 
one end, as on snow. All along 
the edge we had pairs of foreign 
dolls approaching the manger and 
it was quite effective.” 

—Mrs. C, L. Whitchurch, Mich. 


“Two little girls are about to 
have birthdays, and we’ve all de- 
cided that it would be ketter to add 
to their doll collection than to get 
just another toy” 

—Ruth E. Smith, Calif. 


“We have had two foreign ex- 
change students living in our home 
at different times, who were most 
interested in the collection, Foreign 
dolls seemed to help them feel they 
were living amongst friends and to 
forget their homesickness.” 

—Mrs. Robert Fridley, Ill. 


“Thanks for the dolls. The penny 
wooden I have wanted for a long 
time. The Mountie is a far cry 
from the ones I was ‘raised up’ 
with in Sask., Canada, but he is 
cute.” —Estella M. Brown, Calif. 


“Yesterday while going through 
old copies. of Doll Talk, in the — 
issue Nov.-Dec. 1948, I found an 
item on the Donner Doll. A new 
book given to me for Mother’s Day 
is ‘Patty Reed’s Doll’ by Rachel 
K. Laurgaard. The story of the 
Donner part is written most read- 
ably, as by the Doll, first person.” 

—Florence Eikelberner, Wash. 
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“I am very fond of nicely carved, 
jointed wooden dolls and that Swiss 
doll from you is just that! I have 
just come back from a visit to 
Germany and Switzerland and 
scoured the towns for. similar 
wooden dolls but could find noth- 
ing as nice. I take my dolls about 
a good bit and give a talk on doll 
history.” 
—Virginia Dowson, Canada 


~ “Your magazine is so wonderful 
and interesting. I read it over and 
over because I can’t do any doll 
dressing right now, as I’m taking 
care of my mother who is blind 
and deaf. She was eighty last Sun- 
day and never complains. She used 
to sit with me while I was dressing 
a doll and feel it all over and I’d 
| _ tell her what I dressed her in. She 
used to sew so beautifully herself.” 
—Eleanor Knapp, New York 
| “Thank you, too, for your prompt 
| delivery. It is always hard to wait 
for any order, but with you it is 

ver long.” 
—Mrs. Althea Bishop, Calif. 


N 


“Send me a fresh set of dressed 
Fieas. I have a pair but after 
many years, one seems to have lost 
its head! These marvelous mascots 
are always one of the most inter- 
esting things to all who see the 
| dolls.” —Mrs. J. L. Vander Las, Calif. 


“E sometimes show my dolls to 
different groups, for no charge, 
but often receive a gift in appreci- 
ation. The enclosed check was from 
the P.T.A. of a nearby town, and I 
am turning it in for doll stands.” 

—Mrs. M. L. Miller 


NATURALLY WE’RE PROUD 
Of course Sears and others have 
millions of satisfied mail order 
customers to prove its a practical 
way to buy, but here’s a Kimport 
angle. Mrs. M. E. Ferrell, who 
has bought well over 200 dolls 
from us, in response to our in- 
vitation to the first Washington 
show in years wrote:—‘I shall try 
to attend, but I always receive 
such wonderful service from you 
by mail, I have not missed the 
store shows.” 


WELL, HANG ME THERE! 

Mrs. Rosemary Sullivan, past 
President of ‘National “D. & T. C.”, 
was describing her prized Zuni 
beaded dolls to us. She even sent 
a sketch of one tha. had been in- 
geniously transformed into jewelry. 
Yes, an all bead doll, incorporated 
into a flat white bead necklace. 
This looked like a collar with the 
pendant figure centered, and R. S. 
modestly admitted it was effective 
with summer cottons. 


DO YOU KNOW! 

Our new Amsterdam fore- 
fathers called the Christmas 
. Saint, “Santa Nikalaus” or 
“Santa Klaus,” and_ s0, 
crossed with Father Knick- 
erbocker, came Santa Claus! 
‘In 1809, Washington Irving 
describes our tubby, ruddy, 
S.C. as speeding through the 
air in his reindeer sleigh. 
In 1822, Dr. Clement Moore 
penned “’I'was the Night 
‘Before Christmas—” since 
when the devotees of Saint 
Nick—Santa Claus, have cir- 
cled the earth like a wreath 

of Good Cheer! 


Matreska Means Mother and Mother Makes Christma 
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It would be a dim Christmas 6 
any home without a mother. Per- 
haps the Polish peasants in their 
hard life, sense this even more 
keenly than more fortunate people, 
because the large families cluster 
around their sturdy little mother 
even like these cheerful painted 
dolls group in this picture. .. The 
Polish Matreshka set of six brightly 
enameled nested wooden dolls range 
from 6% inches down to the tiny 
baby with yarn hair. They have 
always been favorites with children 
and adults and its irresistible to 
nest and take them apart continu- 
ously. Only recently have such mes- 
sengers of goodwill been exported 
from behind the iron curtain. No. 
909, Set — $3.95. 
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for any and all size Dolls. 
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That’s 


what you’d like to receive! 


“Doll Talk” — $1.00 for a two years subscrip- 
tion — or (Special four gift subscriptions) 
for $3.00. 


One of the twenty or more excellent Doll 


Books that Kimport stocks. 


Unless there is some coveted an- 
tique or other special, there could 
be no better gift for a doll collector 
than a remembrance that would 
come every month of 1957. 

Our Kimport plan on this Doll of 
the Month is planned so you may 


select the kind, size or price range 
or even the actual dolls you want, 
and they will be mailed each month, 
and with the 12th selection you'll 
get a free doll equal to the average 
price of the group. 

Send all orders to Box 495 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


- 


